Grammar Test on Modal Verbs.
2012
Task I.
Use a suitable modal verb in each sentence.
1. You ____________ tell them the truth. It’s your duty.

2. __________ I speak to the Manager about your problem?

3. I don’t know where she is. She _____________ be at the supermarket.

4. When she was seven her eyesight grew worse.

She _______________ wear glasses.

5. We ________________ not go shopping now. We have plenty of food in the fridge.

6. All the drivers ________________ use seat-belts.
7. ______________ you lend me a few pounds, please?

8. ______________ you like a cup of coffee?

9. I don’t believe she has done it. _________________ she be so foolish?

10.  The box is so light. It _______________ be empty, I am sure.

Task 2.

Paraphrase the following sentences, using modal verbs.
1. Let’s go to the cinema.

suggestion ______________________________________________________________
2. Perhaps he’ll change his mind.
possibility ______________________________________________________________
3. Why didn’t they inform us of his coming?
reproach _______________________________________________________________
4. It’s a good idea to show more respect to the old people.

advice _________________________________________________________________
5. It was necessary for us to wait because there was a long queue in the bank.

necessity due to circumstances ______________________________________________
6. Do you mind if leave work early today?
asking for permission _____________________________________________________
7. Please, answer the phone.
request _________________________________________________________________
8. Is there any chance that he’ll phone?

probability (in the future) __________________________________________________
9. We are a better team. We have all chances to win.

logical assumption _______________________________________________________
10.  Don’t shout at her. She is only a child.
prohibition _____________________________________________________________
Task 3.
Use necessary modal verbs with perfect infinitives to express the following

modal meanings.
1. Why did not you tell me the whole truth?
criticism You____________________________________________________________
2. There’s possibility that they haven’t come back yet.
possibility They__________________________________________________________
3. I’m sure he was at the lectures yesterday.
certainty  He____________________________________________________________
4. I don’t believe she has written this poem herself.

doubt She_______________________________________________________________
5. You are late again. Why didn’t you get up earlier?
late advice You__________________________________________________________
6. They saw him near the car. Then the car disappeared.

probability He___________________________________________________________
7. I don’t believe she paid so much for that watch.

doubt, surprise She_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

8. Why didn’t she tell us that he had a birthday that day?

criticism She____________________________________________________________
9. We hired a taxi. But he could drive us to the station in his car. But he didn’t.
lost opportunity He_______________________________________________________
10.  I wish I pad checked the tyres of my car.

late regret I_____________________________________________________________
11.  It wasn’t necessary for them to buy such a big car as they did.
absence of necessity They__________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

12.  I’am sure he didn’t send you this letter.

certainty (negation!) He___________________________________________________
13.  They say she has won a million in the lottery! It’s incredible. I can’t believe it.
doubt, surprise She_______________________________________________________
14.  It wasn’t necessary for you to go to so much trouble.

absence of necessity You __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

15.  It was Dan, for sure. The police saw him enter the building.

certainty It______________________________________________________________
Task 4.

Rephrase the sentences using can, may, must, should, need, have to.

1. Call them later, they __________ be sleeping now.

2. She plays the accordion very well. She ____________ even play classical music on it.

3. You __________ learn English if you’re going to emigrate to the USA.

4. You __________ not smoke on the plane while it takes off.

5. It isn’t necessary for you to take the bus. You ____________ take the bus. I’ll drive you in my car.

6. Would you mind if I used your phone? ___________ I use your phone?
7. I couldn’t pay for the flat. I ___________ find a job first and earn some money.

8. I __________ to get some sleep now. I have been on my legs for 20 hours now.
9. Why are you so rude with her. She is your mother. You ___________ apologies to her.

10.  My car has broken down again. And I ____________ travel by train now.

11.  She’s made the same mistake again! I don’t believe it. ___________ she be so stupid?

12.  It __________ rain, so take an umbrella.

13.  That _____________ be Maria on the phone – she’s the only person with my new number.

14.  You _____________ be a member of the library before you can borrow books.
15.  You _____________ order red meat. You know that I don’t eat red meat. 
